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ELQQR DEBATE

require money. So I feel the time I'm spending this morning is 
well spent because I'm going to save the state, if I can, 
$200,000, and I only make $12,000 a year. So, if I take all 
90 days on this bill, I can't because some of them are gone
anyway, I'm still expending only $12,000 of my salary; and I'm
paid to work, and I'm going to work every bad bill that I see 
which is harmful. Some people may say what's $200,000? Well, I 
have seen us fight against expending $200,000 for certain 
commissions or entities that would deal with the healthcare 
needs of women, too much money. These certain things can be 
done by HHS and other divisions because the administration 
didn't like it. Now the administration brings us a piece of 
nothing, and the only one really speaking for it is Senator 
Landis, because he's the one carrying it, he's the point person. 
Others reluctantly stood up and said something, and they're 
gone, well Senator Jensen is gone (laugh) anyway. Senator 
Aguilar's got to stay there because we'll all see him take a 
powder, and Senator Bourne has already given his mea culpa— I 
signed on the bill before the session. And if Senator Bourne 
had analyzed this bill, I believe he would not have signed onto 
it. So, who is the garbage man? Who must do the dirty work? 
I, and I'll do it. There are people on this floor who know this 
is a bad bill. Senator Hudkins acknowledged what she was 
beginning to see as she looked at the bill itself and what it
supposedly does. If it accomplishes the best that can be
expected, it's not accomplishing anything. Now Senator Landis 
pointed out that this donee, the one getting the $200,000 grant, 
can match the $200,000 with in-kind service. We don't have a 
definition of in-kind, so the work being done for the $200,000 
can be labeled in-kind service, so they are paid twice. They 
get a credit of $200,000 for the work they're doing and it's a 
credit because it stands for the $200,000 match. Then they get 
$200,000 actual dollars from the taxpayers for doing nothing. 
The person who gets this contract could do just what Senator 
Vrtiska is doing now, reared back in his chair, scratching the 
top of his head. And they don't have to do anymore than that, 
Senator Vrtiska, and they get the money. They don't have to do 
anything. But, if you look at this bill as I have looked at it, 
on the bottom of page 3, at the bottom, it starts,...
SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.


